
A Rose

Mark Pritchard

for Orchestra



Instrumentation:

2 flutes (one doubling piccolo)

2 oboes

2 B flat clarinets

2 bassoons

1 trumpet

2 horns

1 trombone

bass trombone

timpani

percussion (chimes, med. cymbal, snare drum, 2 toms, b. drum)

harp

strings

Performance Notes:

Curved fermatas are moderate pauses, square fermatas are longer pauses, both at the discretion of the

conductor.  The final fermata should be held for 5-10 seconds while the chimes are ringing. Chimes should be

hand damped to silence at the end of the fermata.

Dynamics indicated for each instrument are relative in the sense that they represent the relative effort needed

for a particular instrument to produce the desired sound rather than the actual volume level.  For example ff

for the harp or chimes may only reach the level of mf for the strings.  In harmonic contexts consistent

dynamics are used when an overall blend is heard, but varying dynamics may be indicated when an unequal

balance or an evolution of the sound is heard.

Duration:  approximately 9:50

completed 8/12/21

revised: 8/31/21 (minor edits)

Suggested seating:

Program Notes:

A Rose is an abstracted and condensed interpretation of the passion of Christ. It’s like the children’s story version:

simple, short, and to the point, and with an emphasis on the triumph of spirit over matter.  The piece moves through

seven phases of the story:

Prayers and Visions – peaceful communion, gathering strength, ominous visions (1:30)

Arrest and Condemnation - arrest, trial and condemnation (1:10)

Death March – heavy and slow, a painful journey (1:05)

On the Cross – nailing, delirium, surrender, forgiveness, crying out (1:30)

Death and Ascension – spear thrust, death, earthquake and darkness, spirit rises up (1:00)

Transfiguration – stirring and forming, the call to return, descent (1:35)

Reappearance – final words and reactions; ascension (1:50)
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A Rose

Prayers and Visions

Mark Pritchard
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