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Five Madrigals for Brass Quintet

Each of these five-part "songs" for brass quintet is based on a stanza from the poem below,
composed using the 7-syllable and 11-syllable lines characteristic of madrigal poetic form.

I. We gather in harmony ... (3:30)

II. Death is sad for the living ... (4:30)
III. We can still play toss the ball ... (3:00)
IV. Beauty is all around us ... (4:20)

V. We reach and grow together ... (3:40)

Total playing time: 19:00
Completed 5/6/2022

We gather in harmony.
Each has a story to tell.
Our voices weave stories into history.

Death is sad for the living;
And a journey for the dead.
We see not across that foggy river bed.

We can still play toss the ball.
We can still dance and sing songs.
The simple joys are possible despite all.

Beauty is all around us;
Creation is alive, see!
We all weave the web of life eternally.

We reach and grow together;
Dreaming in both night and day.
Life is precious, let not time slip away.

Performance Notes:

In places where phrasing allows a brief pause for a breath that is written in, but there are
many passages where getting a quick breath will be an individual choice when notes are not
slurred. Text from the poem above some phrases is not meant to be performed, but indicates
how those phrases might be sung, which may influence how the phrase is played in some
subtle way.
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