
Liberation Overture

Mark Pritchard

for Orchestra



Instrumentation:

Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets (B flat)

Bass Clarinet

2 Bassoons

Contrabassoon

4 Horns (F)

2 Trumpets (B flat)

2 Tenor Trombones

Bass Trombone

Tuba

Timpani (32" - C2, 29" - E2, 26" - A2, 23" - D3)

Percussion 1 - snare drum, 3 timbales (high, medium, low), chimes, medium and large suspended cymbals (shared with II) 

Percussion 2 - 4 toms (piccolo to floor tom, or 4 roto-toms), bass drum (with Perc. 3), medium and large suspended cymbals (with Perc. 1)

Percussion 3 - vibraphone, xylophone, glockenspiel, bass drum (shared with 2)

Strings

All instruments are written in concert pitch, with octave transpositions for glockenspiel, piccolo, xylophone, contrabassoon, and contrabass.

Suggested seating diagram:

Performance Notes:

Square fermatas are long holds, at the discretion of the conductor.  Curved fermatas are shorter pauses, also at the discretion of the

conductor.  Duration is approximately 12'10".

Antiphonal seating for Violins I and II is preferred to adjacent seating, as shown above.

Beater selections are occassionally notated in the score but are generally left to the players' discretion.  Drummers will need to take care,

especially in fast passages on the low drums, to adequately define the rhythm and minimize boominess with appropriate beater selection and

strike location, including yarn mallets on the bass drum when it is incorporated in a phrase with other drums.  

Completed 12/15/18; revised 12/21

Program Notes:

The forces of oppression operate within and without.  The path to liberation and freedom must confront those forces, both within and

without.  

The Wise Elder counsels peaceful resistance to  oppression.  The Activist speaks passionately to the people to bring awareness and action.

The Artist makes a plea for creative imagination free from control.  Mother gently insists on peace and justice for her children - those who

have died or gone missing and those to whom the future belongs.  The Hero advances forward with a call to action.  There are sacrifices, but

together they shall overcome.

Episodes:  Introduction, The Elder's Warning, The Activists Rally, The Artist's Plea, Authority Asserts Itself, Shocked Reactions, Mothers' Plea

for the Disappeared, Proclamation and Response, The Struggle Ensues,  The Hero's Call, The Sacrifice,  The Elder's Call, The Final Struggle,

Victory
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Piccolo

Flutes 1,2

Oboes 1,2

Clarinets in Bb 1,2

Bass Clarinet

in Bb

Bassoons 1,2

Contrabassoon

Horn in F 1

Horn in F 2

Horn in F 3

Horn in F 4

Trumpet in Bb 1

Trumpet in Bb 2

Trombone 1

Trombone 2

Bass Trombone

Tuba

Timpani

Perc. I

Perc. II

Perc. III

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass
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