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based on themes from Toru Takemitsu's Requiem for String Orchestra

Mark Pritchard

Variations for Orchestra



Instrumentation:

Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes (2nd doubling English Horn)

2 Clarinets (B flat)

Bass Clarinet

2 Bassoons

Contrabassoon

4 Horns (F)

2 Trumpets (B flat)

2 Tenor Trombones

Bass Trombone

Tuba

4 Timpani (suggested sizes and tunings for required range):  

32" tuned to D2 (range E2 to G#2), 28" - F2 (B2 to C3), 25" - Bb2 (D3 to Eb3), 23" - D3 (E3 to A3)

Percussion 1 - xylophone, vibraphone, large tam-tam, chimes (start the piece in Percussion 2 position to play chimes during Invocation only) 

Percussion 2 - 4 toms (piccolo to large floor tom, or 4 roto-toms), chimes, medium size Taiko drum (or med. bass drum)

Percussion 3 - glockenspiel, antique cymbals (Tibetan finger cymbals or equivalent), bass drum, tambourine, two suspended cymbals (large and small),

glass wind chimes (metal wind chimes or mark tree if glass unavailable)

Harp I

Harp II

Strings

All instruments are written at concert pitch, with octave transpositions for glockenspiel, antique cymbals, piccolo, xylophone, contrabassoon, and contrabass (including

harmonics).

Suggested seating diagram:

Performance Notes:

Square fermatas are long holds, at the discretion of the conductor.  Curved fermatas are shorter pauses, also at the discretion of the conductor.  

Antiphonal seating for Violins I and II, as shown above, is preferred to adjacent seating.

 The upper notes of trills are indicated by an accidental above the trill line.  Trills begin on the lower note unless a grace note in front indicates otherwise.

Tremolo notation is used in cases where the unmeasured rapid notes are more than a second apart, or for seconds when intermixed with tremolos.

Program Notes:

Variations for Orchestra is based on themes and motives found in Toru Takemitsu's Requiem for String Orchestra. A thematic statement and fifteen

variations take the listener on a journey through a sequence of episodic feelings and states of mind, from a simple solo statement of the theme to dense

complexity and back again to relative simplicity.  Variation occurs on a variety of levels: melody (pitch sequence), rhythm, texture, mood, and style.  Each

variation is a miniature world in itself, expressing a distinct feeling or state of mind.  The theme, originally expressing sorrow and longing in its original

form, is presented at least twice in each variation, adapted to the particular ethos/feeling each expresses.  The varied experiences of a lifetime are

contained therein.

Theme:  Sorrow VIII. Aftermath

I.  Sympathy IX. Meditation

II. Play X.  Vision

III. Prayer XI. Anticipation

IV.  Invocation XII. Expression

V.   Flow XIII. Dance

VI. Fall XIV. Reflections

VII. Chaos XV. Ascension

2

The Taiko drum (or medium bass drum) sound should be higher and tighter than the large bass drum.  Choice of beaters, normally wooden sticks for Taiko playing or a

firmer bass drum beater for the bass drum, is left to the player, with the goal of providing a sound and articulation that contrasts with the bass drum and timpani.

"Antique Cymbals" refers to thicker, larger finger cymbals such as the Tibetan variety (unpitched relative to the tempered western scales).  If these are unavailable,

commercially produced finger cymbals (e.g., Zildjian) may be substituted, or a pair of crotales.  A set may be provided by the composer on request.  They should be

hung from a stand and played with a beater capable of striking both at the same time with some force (e.g., a bass drum lug).
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Variations for Orchestra

Mark Pritchard

Theme - Sorrow

based on themes from Toru Takemitsu's Requiem for String Orchestra
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